T

Fr. [.s":;r::'__’r. (l=ft) and Fr. JToln of Beth iy Monastery
Georgia, the Elders of Hisromaonk Gabrizl,

by Iia Zenko, 1991,

Frem vhis day, from this boar,
[rom this minnte et us sivive to Lowe God

above all, and fulfill Fiis holy wsill,

— 5t. Herman of Alaska

THE ORTHODOX WOED

For the Mission of True Orthodox Christianity

Fstablished with the blessing of His Eminence
Archbishap John Maximovidch

Vol 28, No. 5 (166) Sepr,—~Oet,, 1992 S5 0030-3839

213 Orreopox Geckcla: Dying and Vet Rebold We Live

by Valeria Alfeyena
229 Epilogue: Fr. Gabriel and the Last Georgian Elders

by Monk Gerarm (Eliel)
241 Sameaves Convenc in Georgia Today
247 Samov-DivEYEvO PLcRIMAGE: Guests at 5t Seraphim's,

Chapter Five (Conclusion) t'? Dr. A. P. Timofieuich

Cover: Hieromonk Gabriel with Abbess Sidenia, nuns and pilgrims. Photo-
graph taken ar the Church of the Transfiguration, Thilisi Convenr, Georgia,

THE ORTHODN WORD & published bimondhly by the 5. Herman of Alasdes Beathedond
[t dioes ot necessarily reflect the viess afang paricular jurisdicrion wichin tne Onthodox Chuerch, and mone
nf chem wre responsible For i cunseniz. Sovand clas postage pad ar Platien, California. $2.50 per issue.
Subhsaiptions $12 for anc year, §21 fie oo pears, B350 for three years, $9 b gudents per pear, Office of
peshliestion: Besgum Gorge Koad, Flating, Califoamie Copies of buc s and of individual aricles
wvailable From Xerox L'ni’wr:lr_\r.\"’l:'nv’i|:'-1. il Feeh Road, Amn Arkor, Michigan 48 105, Uopyrighs 1992
by ehe B Herman of Alaska Brothest ool POSTSIASTER: soml :.ill:r.-\l.lﬁulgn o THE ORETHODOX
WORD, P.0O. Box 70, Plaina, Califermia 55076, 154



Hieromenk Gabriel in his cell ar the Sametavre Convent, MNavember, 1991,

Orthodox Georgia:

DyviNnG AND YET
BenmorLp WE Live
The Story af a Cu?{r}mr .s:rf Christ

in Contemporary Georgia

By VALERIA ALFEYEVA

Translator's Preface

E'\fi_."';}{ mct!r_ -L':d :j;]mb]:jn sr_:|,||: wha wishes to serve ':_';':ld a.r.d [Eim i-'l-jﬂ
faithfil o Him, will retain his meckness and humility even in the
midst of persecution; his simplicity will neicher betray Goed nor

require him 1o disfiguee and contort his soul with slavish man-plessing ar
;:r'.-'i.!: su.l: [MLsSion ta :1-|_| A I:..']lia..'.il mndern Fhan, on :hc G'l.'hct hi.‘!’d. 'i'ifh his
complexes and newroses, his desire not w offend the enemies of God, his fear
of being considered intolerant, his compulsive need far self-affirmation, such
a man would be faz more inclined ta enter inte compromise with falsehood,
in mind if noc in keart. It is in regard w the former man that the Saviour, in
the Sermon on the Mount, said, Jf shine eve be single, thy whele body shall be
f.‘:'.-.:'." of lighe (Mar. 6:22). Such a vessel is capable of confessing God no marwer
how hopeless the harvest may seem. In facy, such u soul, being single or simple
(thar is, uncompounded with unrighreausness) cannit do atherwise, having
lang since resolved to serve God rather than mammon

I3



THE ORTHODOX WORD

Amo ng the servants of God iz Hieromank Ga hritl, aconfemporary hera
of Georgia, 2 living chronicle of the Georgian Church, a spiritual father and 2
lzgend in his own lifetime. One of the main objectives of our pilgrimage o
the land of Georgia in 1991" was ro meer this most exrrordinary man, We
were tald en route about this living confessor, a priest who underwent the
mrments of che martyts but, by God's good pleasure, did not die, He lived o
continue o hear witness of the Lighe (John 1:7) throughoue the darkest years
of the suffering of the Georgian Church, a Church whose history, like char of
almasr no other radonzl Orchodox Church, has been a continuous maryral-
oy, a constant bearing witnes to the abiding presence of Jesus Christ amidse
His Church here on carth.

Betuming w America last winter, we pieced mogecher what we had
E ’ B>

learned about and heard from Fr. Gabriel. [t was the desire of our 5t. Herman
Brothethood to share his testimony with the English-speaking world, bur

samehew our picrure was still incomplete. Then unexpesredly, in Auguse of
1992, we mer here in California an author From MMoscow, Valeria Alfeyeva,
who had met and wrireen abour Fr. Gabeiel. Her story, "The Called, the
Chesen and the Faithful ™* distnguishes three cypes of servanes of God on the
basis of the three Seriprural careporics found in the ritle {taken from Revelation
17:14). In the baok, Fr. Gabriel represents ane who s feitdfiel In Fui:-]jsh:d
form it reads like a work of Fcrion, writcen skillfully with several bpers of plot,
Ln-4:|.¢pt!'| charsceer sketches and -icn:ripriuns which inng wm life boch dhe
natural and spirirual landscape of Georgia. The ceneral focus is 2 serics of
conversations beoween the auther and the Abbat of a monastery, Fr. Anthony;
and it is in the convext of their dialogue thar the saga of Fr. Gabriel's life
unfolds*

1. See"A Pilgrimage w Ortvodo Genrgia® in The Orthode Word no. 164,

2. Fi:stpubr:d:dinﬂuﬂimin Meseow no4(1991), pp. 3-51. [n additian, she has wraten
a comparian story, Defeard or The Cross, abour the revival of the Cheistian Faith in Geargin.
Her werk will be published soon in English by Cueford University Press.

3. The sewting of the author's convematons with Fr. Anthony s the Gudarekhs Convent
near Temi-tikare, southwest of Thilisi. Mast likely the Fr. Anthony of her story is acmally
Archimand ri::]'ulm and therr mwoversanens ok FIIDE n BEIJ1=.I1}' J'Ju:u:.\.l.u'p in 198% ur 1986,
when the author spent r:u.r|:r a month thers, E-cr.'han;r Mﬁnmtr:' was established or nﬂ:'in:iijl}-
charrered in che lars rwelfth cenmry, during che reign of 5o Tamara, Queen of Ceargia, and
cedicared to the Nativity of the Theowkos, Revived in 1978 by Archimandrite [ohn, it is &

finurishing coenobizc monassery ance again.

2ls

Bethany Monastery, home of Fr. Gabriel’s elders (1ee Epilogue).

Dut of respect for their privacy, the author has disguised the names and
lacations of the people in her scary; bur all of the major characters and mose
of the'minor ones are real and identifiable people. Many of the new names
given by her symbolize cerain raics of the characters or enhance the seory with
a truly local flaver. She has fietingly renamed Fr. Gabriel *Fr. Abel,” bur we
have taken the liberty of calling him by his real name, leaving the remainder
of her work as it is writen.

Diespite the fictional elemenes and liverary devices employed in the
author’s story,” her pertrait of Fr. Gabriel is highly aceurace. The time frame,
including bath Sovier and post-Sovier elements, is ar dmes obscured becanse
of her wish to subordinaes histarical truth to the spiritual eruths which she
ConvEys in her tale. Due to its -:d.iE"'iﬂE nature, we present in its entirety the
fallowing portion of her work which sets forth the history of Fr, Gabriel

—Monk Gerasim (Eliel)
St Herman of Alaska Monastery

4. Whedher Fr. Gabriel actually compiled extzacts from the Bock of Job, and in what
Iﬂl'l'g]]nF hﬂ' iy I'.:.I'E dl:II'IE S 15 T :v:rll'lwn I'IY s, ﬂﬂ-\.'l n.:!d noc bE rrﬁrdud as an mllliﬂJ
elemient of his bicgraphy
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DYING AND YET BEHOLD WE LIVE
By Valeria Alfiyeva

L bave fought the good fight. I have finished my course.
{ have kepe the faith, (1T Timothy 4:7)

[} AZLING through the min-streaked window into the darkness of the
night, Fr. Anthomny asked if by any chanee [ knew Hisramonk
w2l Gabriel.

“Yes, [ know him,” T said. “And have you been to his place?”

“Yes,” he smiled, "I spent some time rogether with him, when there was
nowhere clse to go. [ lived with him for two months. And 2 long time ago, in
my childhood, he lived with us for a short time at my grandfather's place in
the village. You know, up ta the present time I've kept 2 small notebook of his
with extracts from the Book of Job.™

“Cth, in Georgiani™
“In Russian.... It's clear he had a Russian Bible. Bur he writes very
illegibly.”

"I would like to tzke a look ac what he copied our.”

“T'll show you. Bue tell me how you met him,”

[ this the author relares to Fr. Anthony the following account of how
she went with her son Mitya® 1o see Fr. Gabriel:]

1. GEORGIAN RELICS®

At aut ring an old woman came our and led us inta the garden. Towas a
sunny day; in the garden peonies were growing and the birds singing.

Soon Fr, Gabriel appeared on the walkway, blessed all of us and sar us
in a row on a bench, He exchanged a few words in Georglan with Mirya's

friend Geevi, who had broughe us there. Fr. Gabriel looked at us with obvious
interest and, raising his evebrows a liccle, s2id, “A mother and son ropether in

5. The author's son Mitya is pres=ndy an insmucnar an the Mossow Theological Acadenmy
in Sergiew Podad —Trans,
6. Chaprer tides have been supplied by the rranslaror,
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Church ... how rare this is now and yet how wondecful. Well, ler's go into the
house.”

A hravy wooden cross with a crown of thorns ar the ceneer loomed on
the wall opposite the enerance. From the 2eiling and along the wall hung plass
and cryseal pendanes from the most varied chandeliers; seweral limpadas
glowed warmly—green, red, and dark blue—and all those transparent gar-
lands, wires, polygons, ovals, crysals and spheres reflected and refraceed the
sofe light.

On the wall hung an icon of the Trinity in the form of three winged
Angels, surrounded by a silver-plared frame. All around the room were icons
in wooden shrines, icons under glass in frames, and paper icons bath large and
small.

On the wooden shelves along the walls, church objects had been ar-
ranged.... Brass, stone and wooden candlestands; 2 candlestand in the form
of a ceramic saucer with 2 niche in the middle for a candle; 2 wooden triptych
with an exquisite, carved depiction of the Transfiguraton, of which only the
uppet pars of the panels were still preserved. We silently moved along the
shebves..... A white angel with 2 broken marhle wing thar must have stood at
one time over a grave. An old dock in the form of an ancient Georgian Church
with pyramidal cupola, covered with tiny colored ceramic shingle-riles from a
bygone era. A cracked bronze bell with tarnished dedication lestering along its
perimeter, unable ta offer its resonant ring. Aged aers and veils with gold
crosses, sntirely worn through, which had long since ccased w cover sacred
vessels. A bronze pircher, for the washing of the hands of the officiating bishop,
which no longer held water.

“I callected all this from dased churches and monasteries,” said Father
Gabriel, moving nis hand along the shelves next wo os. “Sometumes [ would
shovel aside mounds of rubbish in a courtyard, in the corner of an enclosure
or in 2 basement, and pull from the earth such a pitcher. Pethaps it had stood
in the altar for forry years as the Holy Spirit descended upon the Holy Gifts.”

“May I wouch this?” [ asked, pointing to a veil of cherry-calored brocade
with the mast dazzling sibver thread-wark covering a cross and chalice.

He placed the veil in my open hands and I carefully touched it with my
lips.
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Father Gahriel, illumined by the reflection of the arnaments from
chandeliers long since demolished, looked at us with the meckest dark eyes
and his face envanared quicr joy.

Tharis haw [ remember him: rall,” in 1 chreadbare ryassa which lightened
his stocky build, with a carved icon of the Theotokos on his chest instead of 2
crass; and a pure and young face. The impression af his youchfulness was not
overshadowed by the face char T could see the age of the priest—he was
approaching sixty, nar by cthe Fict that cheee deep wrinkles following the shape
af his upraised eyebrows crossed his forehead. Bur his extremely curly hair tied
!ugl:d:u:r behind his head was hlack.

“Zometimes [ would be given things which were priceless,” he said.
“These treasures could never be sald. Here ase merely the remains and shards

of former ecclesiastical life. Far me they are also invaluable, like this Crucifix
from the church 1o which [ was I:IEFI'I:i.'LEI:l. The n:mpl: has been dcstmj'r,d, the

figure of Christ is no langer on i, bur [ made the crown myselfoue eftheens....
[ even pur it on—these shazp spikes painfully pierce the skin; is this how the
Saviour suffersd?”

Fr. Gabriel touched the walls—he pushed open some nondescripr doors.
We entered the *Chapel of the MNadvicy of Cheist” wich a INativity seene and
Flgun:s: the Theotokes, the Child Laid in swaddling clothes in a manper, the
Star of Bethlchem, and lambs with their thick curly wool.

He took from the tsble 2 baking mold in the form of & lamb:

“My grandmother used @ bake such lambs before Nadvigy: their eyes
were rasins. [ would be filled with joy when I stood ac che wble underneach
the Chiistmas tree and smelled the rich dough with cinnamon and vanilla....
Where die all chis disappear 1of Why has the wosld been exringuished, grown
cold and insipid?”

Micya sat down and stroked a limb's flezce, made ofwoal, that was sewn
around one of the Nativity lambs.

“Lo, it is written: Unders ye beconee [ike childven, pe shal in no wive enter
the Kingdom of Heaven " [Mar. 18:3), smiled Fr. Gabriel. "And T, like a child,
cansale mysell with all this."

Within the chapel were other objects: a half-disintegrared monastic
habit; prayer ropes wich knots made of coarse sering. or with polished glass

7. Fr. Gabri is noc all, but on che concrry, shore— Trass.
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beads. One prayet mope had lirtle seones with holes deilled in them: etheres had
leathier rungs; still others were large and made af wool thar had been worn to
a Poluﬂ:l There were alsa iran chains, and brasgs and wooden crosses....

“There's still ancther room,” said Geevi.

“Bur there's nothing of interest there,” responded the humble priest.

He again rouched the walls. A door opened, leading ineo 2 cell where
therewas scarcely enough roam for a peeson o ficstanding an his knees. There
was 3 cross on the wall, 2 lampada, and on che floor a wom mar. The door
opened and closed: he dida't wish to let even our gaze be there for any length
af time, for there he prayed...

We reruened o che first mom, Mitga and Geevi were handling objects
on the shebves. On Mirya's face was that expression of self-forgetfulness which
I had so cherished in him in his early childhood.

Fr. Gabriel told how he had built this house with his own hands from

scraps of wood and crates in order to house the treasures that he had unearthed.

“I even erected a cupala, dark blue with stars, like chose on the Russian
churches, but the milida wouldn't stand for it and forced me to take the cupala
deswn. Bur then how many mercies of God have taken place here! There wasn't
anything, for example, with which to cover the roof. And then an unknown
man came, looked ac all chis and said, T am building a house; there ate some
sheets of iron left over. Would chey come in handyt” And he broughr juse che
number needed.”

Fr. Guhsiel continued to talk abour how people must love and forgive
one another, because the image of God is in cach onc of us.

“Everything bad in man is enly accidental. And yeu, youngsters, don't
ever despise anyane even if you see such people (they have become more
numerous all the time): frightening, filthy, drunk and swearing with foul
language. God's image is preserved even in them, at a deep level of which,
perhaps, they themselves are unaware, [t is simply that the enemy defiles chis
image and covers it with filth, in the same way thar an icon can be soiled. But
if it falls into good hands, chey will cleanse it and it will begin o shine, will
begin to be radiant.... [t is difficult ta see God's image in those people who
revile you, who appear in the image of a beast. But ane must pity them even
more because their souls are contorted, pechaps ireeparably, unin erernal
orment.... How difficule chis is—to loves one's enemies—oh, how difficuld
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UOne must devote one’s entire life w learning this.... Bur in such love a man
comes to resemble the Crocified God.®

2. THE VALLEY OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH

[As L relared this aboue my meering with Er. Garbriel] Fr. Anthony often
shaok or nodded his head in agreement, Then ke asked, “And is this 2l thar
you know abour him? Dida't Geevi tell you anyching more?"

Mo, and we didn’t ask,” I said. *Such is the complete impressian char
remained,”

“MNow I'll go and laok for his notes,” s2id Fr. Anthony. Nonna the
psalm-reader also went our, leaving the door open.

Fr. Anthony returned with a small half-sized notebook in his hands. The
psalm-reader returned also,

“You're going to sleep?” she said half quescioningly.

"Good night,” he laughed. "She's used o giving orders.”

She yawned weanly and sacin her former spot, resting her cheek on her
fist.

I moved the lamp closes. The cover was very worn: most likely Fr. Gabrie|
had long cacried this notehaok in his pocker. Inside was graph paper, and the
sign of Galgatha drawn in the monastic style with ceraain gymbals, Further on
was the text: the tiniest lile letters written on both sides of the paper, the
words abruptly ending on the ragged edge of the page,

"Read aloud,” suggested Father Anthony. “And then [ will tell you wha
I know.”

"Though I speak, my prief i not assuaged: and though | farebear whar an:
eseil’, .. God bath given me to the ungodly and turned me over into the hands of
the wicked.... His archers compass me; He cleaveth my reins asunder and doth not

spare; Hle poureth ous my gall upon the ground, He breaketh me with breach upon
breach, He runneth upon me like a giant.... | have sewed sackcloth upon my shi
and defiled my horn in the dust. My face is foul with weeping and o my eyelids is
thve shadow of death, mot for any infustice in mine bands, and my prayer is pure...,
My years ave numbered and their mnd come, and [ shall go by the sty whevce
shall not returns., .. Wherefore hidest Thou Thy face, and holdest mie for Thine
ememny? Wilt Thosu break a leaf driven ta and fro? And wilt Thow pursus the dry
stubble?"(Job 16:6, 12, 14-17, 23; 13:24-5),
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“You have deciphered it casily, evidently you remember it almast by
heart,” interjected Pr. Anthony, “Read an, [ also have been wanting to read it
over again,.."

Mz &5 born wrto rovble, ar the sparks [Ty spuward.. .. The dartr of vhe
Almighty are withive me; my spivse drinketh wp vheir paison: the tervors of God have
set themselves i arvay againgt me (Job 5:7: 6:4).

“Shall brewd be eaten wichous salt?, ., The things thar rey sonl refused o touch
dre di mip doathrome food. O, thae | might bave my request; and God would grane
ne the thing that [ long for. Fven that it would plegse God to destroy me; that He
worald let lovie Tis hand, gnd cut me off 1 Then showld T et bave comfort” (Job
G:6-10).

I seopped in order to carch my breath,

“Do you know what constituted his ‘loathsome foed'?” Fr. Anthony

smiled. “This signifies how Fr. Gabriel hungered for a long time. At night he
would walk eo an abandoned lot behind the pastry facvory where waste bins
stood. Sometimes they would throw him pasery scraps through a small
window, When [ lived with him he would bring home this sweer slop wich
tich pink and yellow filling, put it on a plate and say, ‘FEvidenthv this was ance
a beausiful cake.’ He blessed everything, ate it and then thanked God. Bux [
couldn’t eat it.... One can et a pastry or two—bur o ear thar revoldingly rich
and sweet cream flling in place of every ather kind of food cach day.... Often
we would sir in frone of a plare of chis, drink tea with dried hlack bread, and
then he would take it, saying, 'T'm gaing to feed the bicds, they'll have a royal
basnguer.””
] “Would the birds even car ic” [ asked.
“Certain birds would. Blue jays, for example, wauld very feverishly peck
at the crzamy filling ... ravens, pigeons...."

“But Wil}l' did Fr. Gabriel suffer from hung:r?”
“You really don't know that he doesn't served™

“T sure didn't.... Far how J_l:mg?"

“Thirty-five pears.... Bur read on.”

“What ds man, vhar Thon showldese magnify bint or thar Thow give heed to
é:’mr’ Téﬂl ':Ir-l‘;'«?# Ir'lmi'lddﬂr wiiid Jﬂ.ﬁm :w:-:,a mmw.l:lrrg, anad ﬂl;p l":\im TTY mmm:.’"

B, Thar &, Fr. Gabrel was under ecclesizsrical suspension and was Protﬂh-in::\d drem
celebrating a8 a priest, This also greadly limied his abilicy w support himself—Trans.
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Heww long wile Thew nor depart fFom wie, nor let me gol.., J bave sinned, what
shall [ do unte Thee, O Thou preverver of ment Wiy hast Thou made me g Thine
accaser, 5o thar L am a borden ro myself 7. Now §ohall sheep in vhe dust; and Thow
séralt see e in the mavning but [ shail nat be”{Job 7:17-21),

“My soud it sweary of my Bfe.... Shew mie wherefore Thew contender with
e v it goud wnte Ther, that Thow thosddest appress, thar Thou shouldess derpive
the work af Thine hands, and shine Light upen the council of the wicked?" (Job
10:1-3).

U am ungoddly, woe is mel [f am ﬂ:gﬁreﬁw, et Fshall not BfE up wey bead
1§ am filled with dishonosr, see Theu mine afffiction, i increareth. Thou hunten
e (e a fowm ... and Fa terophet trials wpon e (Job 10:15-17).

3. THE COLISEUM

Fr. Anthony sar with his elbows pressad firmly on the table, hic fingers
interlocked. T waiced.

“Thirey five years ago, in the year thar Salin died® (Sealin disd in March
and it all hagp:nn:l dm]ng the Mu;{ Da}- demonscration), Fr. Gabriel was a
very young hieramonk.. ..

"D you know the cenral square in Thilisi? During the demonscrarion,
the government speakess and the speaker’s mstrum stomd there, Behind them,
on the building of the Executive Cammirtee of the Communise Party, there
always hung portraits of the pary leaders in full figure, twa flooss in heighr.
At the peak of the demenstration, when the entire square was packed with
people and while a member of the povernment was delivering a speech,
suddenly the gigantic partsaic of Stalin burst into flames, Fr, Gabriel had
gained entrance into the upper floor of the Exccutive Committee building,
apened a window and poured kerosene on the back of the poreraits and then
set them on fire.”

“Pechaps this is a legend?”

“Some things, of course, have been enshrouded by legend. Buc he burned
the portrairs. Lenin's portrait burned immediacely, wo. Horror came over che
square, they all froze from fear and everything became sill, While the pictures

9. The event being described happersd in 1955 Stalin died i 1953, Thans.
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af the leaders were in flames, fram the secand fAoor window Fr. Gabriel gave
2 serman: “The Lord said, Thow halt nor make wnro thee idol or any graven
arges.... Fhow shalt nor bow dowe thyself to them nor serve thews for § am the
Lordyosr God., . Theu thalt bave o oeber gods!( Exodus 20:3-5), People, come
to your senses! The Georglans have always been Christians, So why are you
bowing down before idols? Jesus Chrise died and o the thicd day rose again....
Bur yoor cast idols will never be resusrected. Even during dheir life they wers
dead....™

“It 15 impossible w imagine.... How could they have let him wrer
anather phrage!?®

“Evidently he also said another phrase, and perhaps more. The doors of
the Executive Committes huildil:g had been locked; he had eneered dhe atie
carlier and sar there unil the demonstration began, They brought him down,
it is true, quick enough: they brought in some fire engines and raised lad-
ders....”

Up uneil this dme Fr. A.l:LrJ:u:m}r had glmlu:n :tr_'im”:,r, gnimatudl}r; bur
now the fire entered within:

“Bur when they brought him down, the crowd fell upon him, breal:'_ins
through all the barricades.... They kicked him, hit him with rifle burs, failed
hirn with fire hoses. They screamed: “Ler me finish off that lowse!” Each person
wanted to ample the enemy of the people underfoor with dheir shoes, 1o
express their 2eal. The firemen dragged him away.”

"How is it char he was noc shoo™

“The reason they didn't shoot him is thar they carried him off almost
like a corpse. His face couldn’t be made out; he was one blocdy mess. His skull
was fractured and there were seventeen fractured bones in his body. He lay
almost unconscious for a menth. But he was treared carefully so that investi-

gutons could be conducted.... It seemed thar they were going to armange
show erial—bur they couldn't even get the condemned man onto a stretcher.

He didn't rcspu::m:l to the creatment ar all; the entire time he was ar deach's
door but he didn't die. This is what [ was told, [ had anly just been barn at
the time. Beyond thar [ don's know anything with certitude, Fr, Gabriel won't
speak with anyone abour ir. Either it dragped an uncil the Khrushehev
amnesties, of they tried for a long dme o uncover 2 conspiracy, w ger out of
him the names of the conspiracars. Then, either he wus certified as psycholog-
ically not respansible for his actions, or they helped him, or it became roo
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unpleasant to the authorities.® When within several years they released him,
he was suspended From pricsely ministry, Notonly in the Church, but for ten
vears time they wouldn' hire him anywhere. 1t is foreenace far him thar chere
was 2 house, that he had 2 mother—the old woman wha opened che gare for
vau. Both of them lived an his pensicn: since he was 2 certified lunatic he was
allotted by the Srare seventeen rubles a month. No one would lee him into
their house to carn a lite money on the side; everywhers people knew and
were afraid of him, Neither ke nor his mether could appear outside in the
daylight; if they did, the neighbors would let their dogs loose on them.... At
first he wandered among the villages and was hired o guard the vineyards or
ta tend che fire in churches. Then his mother became Jn:a]]m::l from all the
traurna and he could no longer go anywhere, For several years he could be

found sicting at the portico of some chuech with an outsteetched hand, Even

priests threw him out. Only people who did not know him would give him
anything—his sugquaintances turned away from him or derided him.”

4. THE PATH OF THE SAINTS

“How did you come ta know him!?" T asked.

"It was 2 number of years ago,” Fr. Anchony said. "He was a warchman
at the garden of our cellective farm and lived in a little hut. Droring the day he
would po into the farest, where he dug out a cave for himszIf in a cliff likza
hermit. [ unexpeciedly found chis cave—I told you that | loved te pray in ths
woods—and saw there three bosrds in dhe corner, old clothing, and candles
affixed to the wall; [ warched for his recurn. In che Bl he lived with us, htﬂ]pﬂi
my grandfacher, splic firewoad, heated the stove.... Mo ane knewr that he was
a priese.'! This book of his was left behind in an old jacket.... I broaght it here
not long ago; [ want to present it to him.”

10. Two burther drcumstances wers menmoned an our pilprimage. Finst, inguirics from LS.
and Western repurters created an undesitable predicament for the Sovict autharities, Second,
Fr. Gabricl began ta przach ar fiese in rhe prison hospial and dwn in the prison iself, and for
this cause he was relvusal —Trans.

11. Flsewhere in the same boak the aughor adds: “Fr. Ambony sed, ‘Fr, Gabrid also wept
ar prayer. Whar | am celling you was kawwn unil now only 1o him. He marvelled gready that
spiritua] Jife had been spawned within me 50 early. And i wax he who, when [ was sull 2 chuld
and we mer in the frese, B said dhae [ would become & monk,”™ " The Called, dthe Chosen
and the Faithful,” Moscow no, 4, 1991, p. 45 3—TRars.
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“When did you live ar his house?"

] worked as 2 psalmereader, but had left my job with the municipal
construction crew, and in church they did nat pay me, [ met Fr. Gabriel, and
he said, "Why rent 2 ronm? For che time being you'll live with me.” And Tlived
in his house-church, In the moming I would be awakened by binds which
wauld knock with their beaks on the windew. Walking surside he could be
seen sitting under a tree as in 2 paradisal geden. Feeders made of boxes of all
different colors, ar made of small packages, hungin the branches; and on the
ground there were saucers, howle of seed. The birds would Hic 2round and
peck, A woodpecker would sit in his hand: a red triangle on the back of its
head and white patzerns on its wings, a very beauriful bied..... And you know
that despite all of Fr, Gabriel's simplicity, I have never met a more intelligene

or well-read man than him. He has read a great deal of the writings of the Holy

Fathers and remembers everything, especially the writings of 5t. [saac the
Syrian. At the time [, 100, was experiencing greac difficulty, anal Fr. Gahriel
cansaled me so thar I might not fall into despondency. St. Tsaac says that if
one finds on his path constane peace, it means that he is far from spirirual
achievement, thar he has been forgoten by God. The more a man spititually
grows the more he encouners erials. When a time of grest trials comes, this
signifies that the soul secretly enters a higher level. If the soul is infirm and
weak and asks God to deliver her from trials and God hearkens w her, then
‘inasmuch s the saul has not the strengeh for greae trials, in the same measure
is she insufficient for great gifs. 1 The Lord does not give great gifts without
preat trials, and in proportion 1o the trials sent us by G od's Providence, is grace
sent by Him,

"Therefare is it said that one should rejoice in afflictions and thank Ged
for them.

“Hence St. lizac the Syrian writes that ‘one should have joy in his rials

because one is then found in the same path trodden by all the saints. But one
should have fear because perhaps he is heing rried by reason of his pride, because
these trizls are o bring ene 1a his senses, sent on account of pri-d-: of hearr.....
A man'’s soul in suffering feels herself lonely and defenseless, filled wich

12 5t. Lsaze ehe Syrian, The Awetizal Himalie Drakline: Holy Transfiguranan Manasiery.
1984}, Homuly 42, pp. 208200,
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humilizy and dying o che warld. From the depths she cries out ta the Lard.™
The conrrite soul God will noc despise....”

5. THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

We parted ar three in the morning,

[ took Fr. Gabriel's notehook with me. The lamp stood on the window
sill, and T held the exposed page almost righe againse the window. Evidently
Fr. Gabriel had not copizd these portions hasdly or ar the same time, but after
copying the final chapters had rurned again to the beginning o trace a new
theme,

“He perplexes cthe minds of the princes of the wrth and Hr couses them to
wiander in a wizy that they have not known.... Men groan and the soul of the
woundzd crieth out: yet God layeth not folly to them. Those are they that rebel
against the light; they bnow not Hic waye and walk nor in Hit pathe” (Job
12:24-25; 24:12).

“The Living God bath .ﬂree'.'lnlwd wie of judgmeent and the Almighey has
embittered sy soucl, wreel o lomg a5 oy breweh is within vre and God's $piTiE i my
mazirels, my fips shall wor peak wnsighteasmens and my tonge shall not prossunce
faleehoad Far be it from me vhar [ wonld recognize You fairly, as long s I bave
mot died, § shail not yield to defilement. [ huve firmly beld to my righteousness and
I shall nas let ber go; sy heari wal nos reproach me thronghour ail my Ja}s My
webversary will, fike the ungodly, rise up against me like the transgresor. For whar
profic bath the bypoerite, when God will takee, will wrese bis sond?”{Jah 27:2-8).

And with special care, separately on a pape by jtself

“Tiake beed, not te tncling io wngediines winch you prefer to sffering, Bebold
(o exalterh by Fis might.... Wha hath enfoired Him His way? or whe can say,
Thon hast wrought iniguity!... Behold, the Almighty! and we know Him not"

{Job 36:21-23, 26).
Teward dawn, when the rain ceased and the r:dgr. af the glq,r t’“h"’"“ dimly
to turn green above the valleys, T rmd the main theme in che noees of Fr

Gabriel.

13, Jbid, pp. 209-200.
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A kmowws that my Redeemer lives and at the Lt day He will raise from she
dust this my decaying flesh, and in my ferh I will bohold God: Whom [ shall see
for myselfi and my eyes, not the eyes of anocher, will e Him"{Job 19:25-27).

“f myself shall see Him.... “And on and on, the entize debare of Job with
God, When warn out and thirsting for deach, he cries our: "Why da I suffer
50" And the Lard replies 1o him from che whidwind: “Whe & shiv thar
darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge? Gird up now thy boins like 2 man:
Jor § will drmand of thee and ansver e Where wert thou when I Liid the
Joundations af the areh? Tell me if thow knowert: Wha mearured ber if thou
Enmert or who sivetohed ont a cord alvng ber? Wherewpon are fer fasenalations
supported or wi laid the wrnerstone thereof? Wihen the morning stars sang
!‘n:"gk'ﬂ.!!rr and all the sors ﬂfﬂnﬁ!' ;J":-‘oﬁ'.tnfﬁ'fr.lrd_}l’ When in !‘.d.:; .{r;ﬁ‘ d';&”é-ﬂﬂp'w
the morning a command or divect the dawn to ber place that she might encompas

the ends of the earth that the wicked might be shaken out of it, that the earth might
be changed like clay ro the seal and become like many-coloved clotking?” (Job
38:2-7, 12-14).

“Hast thow gorie bv the source of the sea and walked in the tracks of the deep ™
asks the Lasd of the man who demands of Him an explanation of his face,
"Have the gates of death been opened unto thee? Where is the way where light
duwelleth?. . Knowerr thou the ovdinaricer af beaven or the events wiich take place
snder heaven?"{Job 38:16-18),

The Lord coneinued and said to Job: " Shall be that combendeth with ohe
Alrsighty imstewer Him? He thae reproveth nd, ot him anmwer &, Then Job
amnvered the Lovd and said T am vile wbat ihall T assiwer Thee? | a,;a.fﬂ.{@ Fine
band sport my mouth, Onee bave { spokeers; bae { will not answer: e, bwstce, bt
T wnill proceed n fureher. [ bave beard af Phee by the bearing of the car; but now
mine eye seeth Thee” (Job 400:1-5; 42.5).

Why daes the righteous man suffer? Is it not in order to tread thar path

that surmounts the abyss between “7 have heavd of Thee by the hearing of the
ear “and that which assuages every kind of suffering after which there isnathing
more one can desire: “Hut wow mine eye seeth Thee ™

Then the Lord recuened all that Job had lest and blessed the days of his
iife more than chey had bheern formerly.... And this is the recompense—the
protorype of the resurrection of the seul which in chis life ar after death behalds
God.
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6. A LITURGY WITHOUT END

The clouds flumersd over Gudarekhi,™* but the rin would cease for 2
while only to begin again.

Fr. Anthony prepared to take the evening electric train w the city. After
lunch he rold of his lasc meeting with Fr. Gabriel.

“He has grown ald, turned gray; he has changed much in the Jase few
years. Easlier, it is true, he spoke more abowr jev and love because he bore sa
much misfartune and hatred, But now he speaks more about repentance. He
related one incident: "When [ was young [ was told about a priest thar drank.
I didn't know him but [ said, “Such a man is unworchy of standing before the
Lord's altar.” I rayself lived as a heathen bur I dased eo judge a man in Holy
Orders! And the Lord has shown me who is unworthy: [ have been an outcast
from Him for 35 years. I often sec in sleep that [ am lifting up the Holy Gifts,
but pechaps [ will dic in such a state withour having served another Liturpy.
When he spoke he had teass in his eyes. Then he repeared the words of Job
when the lateer found out that nothing of his remained on the earth: “The Lord
gave and th Lovd hath token away, Blessed be the Nawe of the Lord!™(Job 1:21),

“Where is he nows™

“Now monasteries are being opened, he's travelling somewhere to gather
money at churches. Mot likely he's staying in some monastery—he’s been a
mank fram his youth, [ have always prayed that the Lord would grant him to
serve before his death. Yer ir is wrong to ask in such a way. God knows berer
which path leads each persan ta sahadan. And His Kingdom isa never-ending
Licuzgy, and all who ate saved will serve this Liturgy together with the Angels,”

“And who will be saved?” asked the psalm-reader.

"He that endureth o the end,” Fr. Anthony replied (Mart. 16:22).

O Almighty! We know Him not..... His wisdom is unsearchable and His

goodness hidden: throughout all ages Cain slays Abel,'® and thereby paves the
lareer's way o hlessed Erernicy,

14. The histeric Gudarekhi Munastery, locaced narmhwest of Tetd-tokarn, was founded wich
the direct participarion of Queen Rusudan (1222-12435) on the sve of de Mangnl ineursisns.
I nastic life continued there until the firse halfof the | &b esntiory. The geometrically dazding
wall-caclosure, the wooded mountain setting, the Fertile soil, the pure spring and & charming
arrearn, were all conducive o the secluded, m-nr.:rn[l]nzi\-g Wiy of [fe.~Traws.

15.Fr. Gabriel's neme in the original e is quice firtingly Fr. Abel. Tramns,
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Epilogur::

FATHER GABRIEL AND THE
LAST GEORGIAN ELDERS

By Mok Gerasim

Al vhar will five Goly in Christ fesur shall
suffer persecnsion. (I Timothy 3:12)

pezson in the Samtavro Transfiguration Convent in the histaric city
G Wl of Miskhera, As we approached he was burning a pail of papers
ouside his door. He tuened and blessed us bue did not say a word, We were
beckoned to receive the blessing of the Abbess, Mother Ketevan, and in a few
minuees we rerumned o see if we could persuade Fr. Gabeiel e receive us. We
were invited withour any introducrion inta his humble cell. This cell is a marvel
in irself, He inhabics the ground floor of the ancient “Tower of King Mirian,”
which consists of a circular room five yards in diamerer: a true *cell.” lined
with bricks and having a vauleed ceiling. Several apertures for light were sealed
up, thereby yielding the typical monastic semi-dadiness akin to both caves and
churches. The brick walls were covered 360 degrees around with icons of all
shapes, sizes and styles, na effort having been expended m impress visitors
about his “ preferced taste” in iconography. He had deliberarely made the efforc
ta surround himselfwith a “Cloud of Witnesses™ (Heb. 12:1). This is the wold

of the true monk. [ noticed as well several pictures not of *Saints” but,
apparently, of his predecessors, his spiritual forebears, ®

15.5e. Symeon the Mew Theologian declares: *4 man whe does nor express desire 1o Hak
himz=lf o che larest of the sainm (in dme) in all love and humilice owing w a cerin distrs of
himself, will never be linked with the preceding ssinrs and will nae be admined @ their
successian, even though he thinks he possesses all passible faith and kove for God and forall His
saints, He will be case our of dhear madse, as nne who refused oo ke hunb.l:,r the Plpgg allorred
r him by Cond hefore all dme, and to lnk himself oo deat laest saing (in tme) o God had
dispased.” (Weitings from the Fhilakalia an Prayer af whe Heare, Landon: Faber and Faber, 1979,
p- 135).
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Fr. Crabriel in btz cell in the
Tower sf King Mivian, Sam-

tavre Lonvent, F99), Bebind

ki ir an tcon af 5L Nina,

We asked Fr. Gabrel firsc of all abeur
his pastoral work, shouwr che present spisicual
srare of the Georgian Church, about the
Samravio Canvent in which he serves 15 a
confessor for many af the nuns, and abam
COREEM POy MonEstic ile in l’1':'r_1:'|:=:3 This
WL l:lil‘.r\.ll' \Ulllﬁ iM'er rIU‘ oorse rl:. FCIIE‘.

ong and sorrowful years had crod the Lord’s

winepress neasrly alone—answered with
hope, in the spirit of the Apastle James: "My
By :".".-’:i!e’.*.' cosrl ot all _;'r.!_p s o _.l':;n"ﬂ. Eria
diverse I*'n:;.'.u.-.:u'ﬂ.v: T i‘na.‘.:u'r,ts then, rhat phe
Vg 'y T A fantna  fri fag
'r:g 9 _wnr:?m.a.' workech 'Il'a‘l:f?}.'.f. bt let
p.':l tiemce Biie m,@fr,l":*cr a."f)ri'. tha e may E:?e
‘Jr:-.-.";'t and et wanEiy «*a::l.rrfu}ulg" { Jarmes
1:2-4), He s|-r|kr. l'.llfll..'.‘\!il.'-lil..il.:l:p' ahout the
I.I'I:IIIEI.“\. in [Il'- :iIIIIIIr_'\.- l‘rhl’ll ||.a'.ﬂ: P{rn_r-
vexl the Church wo continue her work mose
widely and publicly. He said thar he fele che
spiritual life in the monasceries was stonge:
él‘h‘l mofe live ¥ Dhidii o auld ir:lw:’ i'-r-l:n_ J'.r_'u]:lcd
for. The spiritual fathers were becoming
more -:xpt.-.:.-u::d. He mprcssx:d his Iespect
forthe presenc leadership of the Chyrch. Bur
he didn’e affer anything abour himself.
Secing his willingness wo affer 2 word
of edificacion, we now asked him abour the
ascetics whose portraits hung on the wall,
pointing in particular to a large board on
which Fr, Gabriel had neatly arranged many
|_'-:|'-|:|1:_1¢ .-‘5|. |I.'J..T.i.l:l Lﬁ -'|||'-.c Were ;l:.‘gm'rr-:r_.-
!:fi:ll:"- Jll:l 1""‘-;{””!:’. !1r-"l::'.l-_{'-'J ri-l- ‘_LG"."_"_"[ :_'lq’_\'-
riod. In reply he infarmed us thar some of
these individuals were unknown to himg bur,
pointing to one of them, he begam ta rell us
bt Fr. George of Bethany \-d::u:u.-.lt--:.- and
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The Tower of King Mivian, Sameavrs Convens, 199/,

his fellow-asceric Fr. John. Fr. George had been Fr. Gahiiels spiricual father
and, most likely, had tonsured him. Bach of these fathers were the last of a line
of Geargian spiricual fachers stermming from befors the Bolshevik Revelution,
of which Fr, Gabriel iz perhaps the sole heir, He continued to tell us heare
warming stosies abour the lives of these lase rwo Georgian ascetics and their
miartyric struggle to keep the light of monastic life burning in Georgia during
the middle of the cwentieth century. [n the canyon below the monastery they
operated a mill and supplied many people from the neighboring region with
Haur, hecause of which their sxistence ar Bechany was somshow rolerated. As
i young boy, arcund the turn of che century, Pr. John had often visiced
Bethany, ar which time the collapsed church was being restored. ' Later, in
abaur 19)7-8, he went ta Mt ."'_I'J.'I.Ds. became a mosntk, and h[..}'l'.ll there for

17, The Bethany Muonastery has s phorngraph of Fe. Jakn a: 2 young boy visitng wich other
child ren

"
e
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s Ty ; Fr. Jahn of Bethany Monastery.
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Fr. George of
Betbany in b

yoserger deys,

fifreen years. When he retuened ro Georgia in sbout 1922 he settled in Bethany
Monastery, With the fall of the Georgian Menshevik regime and the salidifi-
cation of Bolshevik pOWET, & persecition against religion started to intensify.
He could not have foreseen the difficulties and meckery of the Faith thar lay
jusz ahead. He was joined by Fr. George and together they struggled here in
the ascetic life for neatly 40 yeass. Occasional groups of pilgrims would come
fram Thilisi, bus save for Fr. Gabriel cheir manner of life was not understood
and no one jl:,l'il'll:“'l:i them, Rare ||||-:|:||:\. 'lrr!-;l:l.:"L.E:l‘\. al Jlilhiilns fram this dme scill
SUTVIvE.

Oine very wagic incidene characrerizes the monastic life of this periad.
These lived wich Frs. George and John in the 1930's and 1940's a young
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Fr. George {left) with the voung Hieromonk Basil of
Bethany Monastery, who suffered 2 marcrric death,
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Hicromonk Basil of Bussian and Geargian descent. One day on his returm w
the monastery he was beaten almost to death l:".l’ villag:r.s whose settlement Ly
en route to the monastery. Fle manaped ta reach che monastery but died sharely
:|ﬁrrwur|.|* |.|.|:|.‘: (W] wausnlﬁ .1!1:\f.illlll.l'.d jl'l ]li.-: ].JI1EH. T']lr ‘;41’1!'(5; I‘!-Llrifd I'_im wjrh
honar in the cemetery on the north side of the Church. As if his slaying were
not crime enough, his parents came and demanded the exhumarion of his
remains, for duc tw their lack of faich they felr iv & grievous injury thar their
son be buried in 2 monastery.

Fr. Geoige died in the 2rms of Hieromonk Gabriel in 1936, the year in
which Fr. Gabriel's life was to change forever. [t was as if the guardianship of
the spirirual rradition of the Georgian Church was passed on o Fr. Gabriel,
Fr. John lived unul 1981, Shonly before his death he received the Grear
Schema, at which dme he was given the name of his spiricual facher and
brother—George. They are both buried side by side to the east of the main
Catholicon of the Mativity of the Theatokos in che Bethany Monastery, near
the edge of the monastery courcyard which plunges down inw the canyon
below. Afrer their death the menastie life looked as if it would disappear
altogether in Georgia.'?

The deaths of the Bethany Fathers wook place at the heighe of the
Kirushchev persecurion of the Christian Faich. Irwas precisely ac chis time thar
Fr. Gabriel’s sufferings were so intense.'” Fr. Gabriel had by chen been
suspended from the priesthood, an act which only highlighted the willing
compliance of naling Church hierarchs with the Sovier authority which Fr.
Gabricl had so blamndy defied on May Day, 1956, bur which failed o
“discipline™ or “squash” Pr. Gabricl, for as Se. John Chrysostom so apty
averred, A man cannor be injured unless he injures himself.” Despite his
official scclesiastical sUspension Fr. Gabriel was :vcntual]}r honored h:.-' the

18, After seventeen years of desolation, Bethany was inhabiced again in 1978, whena monk
afthe new gens ration, Archimandrite John, moved there; since then monastic life has concinued
there un1n:=.'n.|pmd Archimandrie John was joined ﬂl:jﬂr I TET PEATT &ED by the presens Abhar,
the renawmed imm;raplﬁ:r Asrchimandrite Lazarus, and they are mrr.Pi'.ing the Lives af their
mnassc I?r!dﬂmm.

19. In her story "The Called, the Chasen and che Faithful,” Valeria Alfeyeva inclisdes an
incident which descrihes how Fr. Gabriel, cnming o the monasrery, was amackesd by che women
of the viltage which sy en rouse, They husied ctones athim and tore his ryassa and for this reason
he ceased going there. This mighs, however, be sloo an allusion m the Srweel saying of Br. Basil
many years ago. (“The Called, the Chosen and che Faichful.” p. 11.)
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Adepe: Visit of monks and abbocs
of Mount Achos o Bechany
Menastery, 1989, Ac cencer1s
Bishap focima of Tsilkani

Ar rght: The ordinacion as
Reader of Fr. Lazarus, now
Archiman:lrice and Superior
of Bechany Monascery.

At left e Patriarch [lia 11
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faithFul. His parient suffering of affliction wan for him the Jove and respect of
the Pacriarch and all che Fidchful,

When we mer Fr. Gabeiel 1 was still unwwars of the whale saga of his life,
his personal vragedy and his supethuman lsbor of caring for the destroyed,
defilad and vacant churches of Georgia. Unforrunacely, [ was unahle o visic
his house-church in Thilisi where the historical rempants of the scclesiasrizal
tiches of the Geargian Church have been sacredly gathered. Many people asked
if T had done so, and deseribed it to us in words similar 1o thess in the above
ACCOUIT

Meither did [ know af his lang years of ostracism and suspension from
the priesthood. How fitting are the words of Jesus as recorded by the Evangelist
Luke: Blewsed are pe, when men sbhall hace Jou, aed when they shall separaee you
Jrom their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil  for the
Son of Man's sake (Luke 6:22). T¢ didn't occur to me that such 2 man could
have heen suspended from priestly ministry, and hence I could nat fully
understand his “vindication™ either, The intensicy with which his astracism
took place is well expressed in che licerary vemion of Fr. Gahriel's stony
presented sbove. Whar can be stated with certainty 1s thar, when | was i;1
Georgia, he was spoken of with reverence, regarded almase like an Fldes, and
that he inhabired a preminent locarion within che Samtavm Convent, which
is the most "official” Convent of the Geargian Parriarchace; he wore a cros
and blessed everpone. That his reinststement was lang overdue is an urder-
secment, When [ conveyed the news of it 1o the author of “The Called, the
Chosen and the Faithlul,” ir came a5 2 weleeme surprise ta her,

During our pilgrimage mere than one individual commented thar Fr.
Gabriel is to some exeent 2 foal-For-Christ, One pesson whe has made several
pilgrimages to the haly places of Georgia asked me, “In what sense can e be

called a ‘fool-for-Christ " 1 could not explain, but the truch of the assertion

lies in the fact that Fr. Gabricl resolved 1o live not as pleasing men: For if L yet
leaved mien ¥ should not be the servan: of Chrise (Gal. 1:10). And the Apaste
Paul writes elsewhere, The foolishness of God is witer than men (1 Cor. 1:25). In
the ficonalized memoir of Genrgian spiritualicy previously cited, the Protag-
onist states thar, “In spice of all his simplicity [ have not mer 2 man more
intelligent or even as well-read as he.” A fool-for-Chirist s cruly a wise person
but before men he cloches his mind with madnes ar masks his wisdom by
appearing to be a simpleran, In both these senses Fr. Gabriel walks this road
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of “folly.” And by, whae could have been mors mad in the eyes of the world
thar ta have reduced o ashes the Soviet poventates and then o have crowned
this deed with “the foolishness of preaching?”™ (I Cor, 1:21).

Mext ta Fr. Gabsiel's bed was another portzait, that of his predecessor in
the Samtavro Convent, Archimandrite Parthenivs, abaur whom he s.pukn: with
grear love. He had been the spirioual faher in Samtaven ool his repose in
1985, His ErVe, W Were infarmed, was in the CEImEtEry On the north side of
the church. Laver wewenr and prayed ac his geave. Fr, Gabriel poinred our thar
it was through che lives and prayess of such ascetics as these thar the restoration
o1 rebirth of the Geargian Church which is taking place today is even possible.
He closed with an expression of his lawve far the present Parriarch Tlia TT, wha
has helped maost recently to bring much of chis abour,

We had only one last question, but we fel extremely brazen in asking ic.
“Is it true that you burned 2 large porcrait of Lenin in Thilisi?" "Yes.” We tried
to persuade him to tell us in his own words what took place so as to verify all
that we had heard.”™ Bur why? we asked. With urer puilelessness he replied
approximately as follows:

“I am a pastor and [ was encrusted by God to care for His sheep, They
erected an idol and wanted to make the people bow down before this idal.
This is 2 ype of the Andchrist, an image of 3 man, or rather of 2 beast, and
they [the communists] wanted to give him the honoe that belongs w God
alone. I could not allow dhis to continue.”

Fr. Gabriel blessed us and we departed, having witnessed the trivmph of
the Mew Testament Chusch in our cwn day.

Jre siripres, im dmprivormeents, in tumults, in labowrs, in watchivgs, in fastings.
By purency, by knowledge, by lomp-suffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spivit, by
love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of (Fod, by the armour of
righteoumers on the ﬂ'gf?r hand and on the a'eﬁ By bonour and dishonour, by evil

report and good repors; as deceivers and yet truz; as unknown, and yet well known;
wr dyirg, anel bebold, we lise; ar chustened, and not billed; as sorrowfl yet always
rejoicing; as poor, pet making may rich; ar baving nothing, and yet pascessing all
ehings (11 Cer, 6:3-10),

20. No mention was made of burning Salin’s porersic. This i understandable because by
19536 Milkata Krushehey hirself had already bepun the “1esalinazanen” process, b m defile
].ﬂ'l.il'l.l :lrr.l.p Was at ﬂ'ﬂ I'JITM Unlhiﬂk]bl&
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The Church of the Transfiguration, Samtavro Convent,

SAMTAVRO CONVENT
IN GEORGIA TODAY

1. THE CONVENT OF THE TRANSFIGURATION
The Samtaveo Comvent of the Transﬁgu.msinn of the Saviour was buile
on the original sive of the asceric labors of the enlightener of Theris,' St, Nina
(Mino). According ko the testimony of the Life of 5t. Mina, soon afer her firse
miracles in Muskheta she lefr “the house of her benefactor and sertled under a

natural cover of branches resembling a tent ourside the ciy wall, at the present
site of the main church of the Transfiguration in the Samtavro Convent.” The
dedication of the church o the feast of the Transfiguration commemarares
the destruction af the idol Armazi and other idols in Miskheta through the
prayers of St. Mina, which occurred on chis day, August Geh, in abour 3302
The present stouctuce of the Church of the Transfiguration was built in the
11th cenrary. It is sdll adorned with some ancient frescoes, locared primarily
in the main dome and dating from about the beginning of the 14th century.
In the southwestern comer of the church are w be found che rombs of King
Mirian and Queen MNana, the fiest Christian rulers of Georgia, converted to
the knowledge of the Truth by Sc. Nina.

Ta the sast af the main church there stands a tiny stone chapel where St
Nina fasted, prayed and led athers in prayer for the conversion of the [berians.
Right outside the entrance to this chapel the last lone bramble bush grows, 2
humble living monument to St. Nina. Faithful pilgrims take pieces of this bush
with them as a blessing from Sc. Mina. A few age-old trees shade portions of
Eht Cﬁju.rl]'ﬂ.ld. whl._h i.& [i!::inuﬂ'ﬂj" r_l.'l“.'l.'.r\e.sl |:|}-' g:'a'\.'l.-.'\.'; RCTNE I.'ll. !l'maﬂ.-. E'['-HI'E.'\G

have been dared by archaeologists as far back as che second millennia before
Christ. In 5t. Nina's time che dead were buried here, outside che cigy wall.

1. [berda is the ancican name for Georgla.
i Michae] Sabinin, Complenr Liver of she Saimis of the Georgion Church (5t Perersbung,
187LY wod. 1, p. 25.
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2. THE SISTERHOOQD

The Convent flourishes today. On the slope above the main church, new
maonastic residences and & refecrory have been rebuile. The nuns paint icons,
sew and restore vestments, and make prayer ropes. They have reintroduced
ineo lirurgical use hymns of older Georgian ecelesiastical chant, There are over
ﬁ:ﬁ::r' F-BWTS in d‘lC C{JJ‘.I'\"!.‘.!'I{. and in addirion m.'.'\.'l.-.mj Eroups uf nuns |.'|.E.l-'t :zf:ru,dy
been sent from there e carry the wrch of monastic prayer o cocnobia
(manasteries arganized on the model of the common life) in other parts of
Georgia.

The first group of nuns, headed by Abbess Mana, departed a few years
ago to the Convent of St. Nina at Bodbe in Kakhertia [Fastern Geaorgia). At
the time of their arrival there still remained a few aged Russian nuns from the

monastic community reestablished there at the twen of the century. St. Nina

had gone to Kakhetia at the end of her life and, after enlightening the local
people with the Christian faich, had reposed in Bodbe on January 14ch, 335,
Her hely relics lie in the Church of the Grear Maryr Gearge in Bodbe. 4
monastery was later formed on che site of her repose. Our of veneration for St
Nina, a missionary diocese was established in ancienrt times with the Arch-
bishop's seat in Bodbe® for the purpose of spreading the Gospel throughaut
the Easrern Caucasus,* Grear importance was always attached to the See, and
in the Middle Ages its Archbishap reserved the right to crown the kings of the
land of Kakhetia.

A second group of nuns left less than two years ago under the guidance
of Abbess Sidonia to establish a convent next to the Church of the Holy
Transfiguzation of the Saviowr in Thilisi. Lovared across the Kura River fram
the old enclosed quarees of Thilisi, the Convent stands near the medieval
Forrress Missani on the cdge of 2 small bluff. Tiny rivalets of water cascade

down this moss-covered bluff, giving them the popular appellation "the Tears
of Shushanika (Susanna).” Standing sentry over the River Kura, the majestic

3. Inthe summerof 1992 spostedic work was reinatiated ar Bodbe with the eanseeration e
the episcopacy of Archimandsite Daniel (Daeuashwili] and his appointment 2 Bishop of Bodbe
in Kakheta, Over 100 people speni the entire susnmer in and around the monasts rv. Services
were held and proccsions ok place chroughout nearly every village in Kalcheria, bringing the
Goapel of Cheist we the descendanis of the once-Christian people of this region.

4. Valentine Mikitn, “St. Mina, Equal to the Apostles, Enlightener of Theria, " fournalafshe
Moscow Patriarchatr o, 11 (1985), pp. 80 B4,
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t o right) Kerevan, Sidonia and Nana, with other nuns.

Muns of Samraveo Convent today, Abbesses (lef

Photograph by [lia Zenko, 199(.



THE ORTHODOX WORD

Merekhi Church in which the relics of St. Shushanika are enshrined is less than
a quarter-mile away, There are cight nuns in the Convent. Same are elderly,
but the monsstic fervency is genuine, simple, warm and hospitable, Reader’s
services are held here on weekdays due to the absence af a resident priest.

In the summer of 1992 two mare groups of nuns wese sene forth from
the Samravro Convent to spread the tarch of the monastic life to other reginns
af Georgia. Together with Maother Elizabeth, several sisters went south to Lake
Paravana, where St. MNina firse received a revelation tw enlighten the Iberians,
They have settled near a dilapidared 9th-century Christian Church dedicared
to 5t. Nina. Because of the high clevation of this region, 7,000 feer above sea
level, che cells of the nuns are underground dwellings covered with sod. (See
a Furure issue of The Oribodrr Word for further information. )

Undet the direction of Nun Maria, 2 group of five nuns has setled in 2
rural area near the village of Martomg'ophi (an hour's drive northeast of
Thilisi). The Skete is dedicated to the Iveran Icon of the Theotokos. Here the

sisters have a farm, paint icons and devare themselves ro a study of the ancient

chanes of the Georgian Orthadox Church.

3. THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS

Locking east over the low wall of the Samtavro Canvent, the pilgrim
behalds in the dismnce an awe-inspiring sight: theancient Church of the Holy
Cross "Dzhvari,” serategically overlooking the confluence of the Kura and
Aragyi Rivers and the environs of Mskheta. Every year ac the beginaing of
bay, on the Feasr of the Appearance of the Cress of our Lord in the shey over
Jerusalem, processions are made w0 the top of this ridge and services are held
in this Gth-century cruciform Church. This annual feast (reinsticured in the
1980’s) commemorates the building and crection of crosses, which eradition-

ally had been done at this time of year since the days of King Mirian and the

Christianization of Geargia. Dzhvari is one of the oldest, mast unique and
breathtaking of ancient Georgian Churches and is in a spectacular stare of
preservation. Unique examples of carved stone bas relief on the exterior of the
Church survive in good condition fram the time of its ariginal eonstruction.

Dizhvari, the Church of the Cross, lile many of the Geargian faichful,
seill stands fast, now witnessing the triumph of the Faith of which she is an
invincible spmbol.

244

oo -

Dzhvari, The Church of che T laly Cross, atop the mountain,
{See also inside back cower.)



